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their quiet acceptance of the second place in the
kingdom, and by their uncomplaining endeavour to
perfect themselves in all manly exercises instead of
grumbling about their lot. They appeared to live
for the future, and this gave them happiness in the
present.

The morning of the festival dawned brightly, and
the blind old king, attended by a brilliant company
of princes and nobles, made his way to the place
prepared for the tournament. Queen Gandhari and
Pritha, the widow of Pandu, were among the com-
pany, surrounded by a band of the most beautiful
maidens who could be found in that land of lovely
women.

The first part of the tournament consisted of
various trials of skill in archery, riding, and swords-
manship, in which the five tall sons of Pandu, and
especially the archer Arjun, distinguished themselves
above the rest. Then the trumpets sounded a shrill
call, a space was quickly cleared, and there began a
desperate contest between Bhima and his cousin
Duryodhan, both armed with maces. The passion of
the princes rose as the fight proceeded, the people
surrounding the lists took sides, and the combat
which began as a friendly trial of skill seemed likely
to become a battle to the death. But, seeing the
danger, Drona gave orders for the music to cease,
and brought forward the archer Arjun, who was
dressed in golden armour, to show his skill in the use
of the bow. The wonder and amazement created
by his performances calmed the angry passions of the